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A rare appearance in type 2 thymoma: Ossification

Tip 2 timomada nadir bir görünüm: Ossifikasyon

Yener Aydın1, Hayri Oğul2, Ebru Şener3, Ali Bilal Ulaş1, Atilla Eroğlu1

A 40-year-old man presented with a complaint 
of chest pain. The patient underwent percutaneous 
treatment for a hydatid cyst of the liver three 
months ago. Sagittal (Figure 1a) and coronal 
(Figure 1b) contrast-enhanced thoracic computed 
tomography revealed a retrosternal calcified mass. 

The patient underwent thoracoscopic resection with 
preliminary diagnoses of a complicated hydatid cyst, 
cystic teratoma, or malignant mediastinal tumor. 
Following resection, the lesion was unable to be 
removed from the thoracoscopic port hole due to 
ossification (Figure 2). It was removed with a utility 
thoracotomy. Histopathological examination result 
was reported as type 2 thymoma according to the 
Masaoka system.

Masses containing mediastinal ossification are 
rarely seen.[1] Thymoma is one of the most common 

1Department of Thoracic Surgery, Atatürk University Faculty of Medicine, Erzurum, Turkey
2Department of Radiology, Atatürk University Faculty of Medicine, Erzurum, Turkey
3Department of Pathology, Atatürk University Faculty of Medicine, Erzurum, Turkey

Received: February 25, 2019   Accepted: April 29, 2019   Published online: June 19, 2019

Correspondence: Yener Aydın, MD. Atatürk Üniversitesi Tıp Fakültesi Göğüs Cerrahisi Anabilim Dalı, 25240 Yakutiye, Erzurum, Turkey.

Tel: +90 442 - 344 84 39   e-mail: dryeneraydin@hotmail.com

©2019 All right reserved by the Turkish Society of Cardiovascular Surgery. 

Aydın Y, Oğul H, Şener E, Ulaş AB, Eroğlu A. A rare appearance in type 2 thymoma: Ossification. Turk Gogus Kalp Dama 2019;27(3):416-417

Cite this article as:

Figure 1. Retrosternal calcified mass 
is seen in the sagittal (a) and coronal 
(b) contrast-enhanced thoracic 
computed tomography images.

(a)

(b)

Figure 2. Ossification is seen in the resected material as 
macroscopic.
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mediastinal tumors. However, ossification is very rare 
and reported in the literature only as case reports.[2-4] 
As in the presented case, type 2 thymoma may exhibit 
extensive ossification.
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