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LETTER TO THE EDITOR / EDITORE MEKTUP

Response to Letter to the Editor: A closer look at fast-tracking research in
pediatric cardiac surgery

Editére Gdnderilen Mektuba Yanit: Pediatrik kalp cerrahisinde hizlandinimis arastirmaya
yakin bir bakis

Serife Ozalp

Department of Anaesthesiology and Reanimation, Health Sciences University, Basaksehir Cam and Sakura Hospital, Istanbul, Turkiye

We would like to thank the authors for their
interest and constructive input for our article entitled
“Assessment of the factors that affect fast-track or
early extubation following pediatric cardiac surgery”.!"
We believe that this provides us with an opportunity
to further discuss topics of fast-track extubation in
pediatric cardiac surgery.

As in many recent articles,” we include the
peak VIS values for the corresponding analysis. As
the authors rightfully pointed out, it is correct that
VISindex can also be used instead of VISmax. We will
consider these recommendations in our further studies.

Moreover, we do not highlight respiratory tract
infections in the results of our study, although the
results included overall infection rates including
pneumonia. Also, we reported non-invasive ventilation
rates, reintubation rates, and pulmonary hypertensive
crisis rates. We created a methodology considering
that these results were sufficient for the respiratory
tract rates.

Wu et al®! emphasized the importance of
ultrafiltration in influencing post-cardiac surgery
extubation. However, since we have a modified
ultrafiltration protocol in all patients in our routine
procedure, it cannot be considered as an independent

variable and cannot be compared. We did not include it
in the article, as it did not affect the results.
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